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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

JListing of the Claims 

1. (currently amended) A method for communication between technical devices 
being nodes in networks, wherein a common group label is assigned to nodes being a member 
of a group of nodes, and wherein the nodes of said group can cooperate with all other 
members of the same group of nodes, ohoraotoriEod by including the stepa_ofc 

ooooooing a group of nod e o by ft node not being a membor of ooid group of nod e s; 
- d e t e cting a group lab e l of said nod e aoooGPfag ooid group of nod es ; 

ohooking wheth e r nod es with said dotootod group lab e l ore allowed to aooooo oaid 
fte ooaaed group of nod e s; and 

providing s e rvic es or r e sources by oaid group of nodes to said ooooooing nodo 
defining for the group of nodes one or more classes of group labels: 
classifying one or more group labels into a first class: 

detecting in a first node belonging to said group of nodes access from a second node; 
detecting the group label of the second node: 

permitting said access if the group label of the second node is equal to the group label 
of the first no de: 

otherwise determining if the group label of the second node is classified into the first 
class: and 

permitting said access if the group label of the second node is classified into the first 
class » otherwise rejecting said access . 

2. (currently amended) Method according to claim 1, wherein th e nod e s of ooid 
croup oro aaflignod to or undor oontrol of tho oomo uoot. or group of uooro the first class of 
ggBB HafrSte fr*s Qfle ynqye subclaqfi^ an^ wfrerejn differed typefj pf acqq?5 gfi defiled 
depending on the subclass, and wherein also the subclass of the grou p label of the second 
node is determined. 
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3. (currently amended) Method according to claim 1, wherein a unique labol io mod 
fnr ^rtntifjnrnr nr. individual nodo a connection b e tween two nodes has a status, the status 
defining whether both connected nodes belong to the same group of nodes <ff ftQt . 

4. (currently amended) Method according to claim 1, wherein paid nod e is a momber 
nf r>nt mnrck thrtn nno group of nodaa the nodes of sai d group of nodes are assigned to or 
under contro l of the same user» or group of users. 

5. (currently amended) Method according to claim 1, wherein tho aooooo to oont e nto 
or oorviooa within ooid group of nodoa con bo restricted by a ua e r independent look 
mechanism each node is a member of not mo r e than one group of nodes . 

6. (currently amended) Method according to claim 1, wherein c haracteri s tic 
information rogording the group of nodeo io oontainod in a data s e t, tho data oot being 
T-rmHihln fnr thn nnd ft g h ft lng a mnmh e r nf nr having aooBPfl to s aid group of nodeo the access 
to contents o r services within said group of nodes can be restricted by a userrindependent 
lock mechanism . 

7. (currently amended) Method according to claim 1, wherein a conn e ction botwoon 
two nodoo has a status, th e s tatues dofining wh e th e r both cormootod nodes belong to th e sam e 
g reup of nod e s or no t said classification information is contained in a data set the data set 
freina readable for the nodes being a member of or having access to said group of nodes . 

8. (currently amended) Method according to claim 1, wherein th e r e lation b e tw ee n 
groups of nodes io Author s p e cifi e d such that if a firot group of nodoo io allowed to acc e s s a 
s e cond group of nodes, th e n said second group of nod e s is also allowod to acc e ss said first 
group of nod e s said providing of services or resources bv said group of nodes to said 
accessing n ode is limited to a defined time frame, 

9. (currently amended) Method according to claim 1, wherein t he- relation b e tw ee n 
groupo of nod e s is further opacified auoh that if a first group of nod e o is allow e d to acc ess- a 
s e oond group of nodes, and th e se cond group of nodoo io allowed to oooopg a third group-of 
nod e s , then thio oonotollation automatically leads to that said first group of nodoo io allowod 
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to aoooco aaid tliird group of nodoa, e ither with or without interaction of aaid oooond group of 
***** the relation between groups of nodes is farther specified Such that if a first group of 
nodes is allowed to access a second group of n odes, then said second CTPttP of nodes is also 
allowed to ac cess said first group of nodes. 

10. (currently amended) An apparotuc for communication botwoon technical devices 
being nodoo in networks, wherein a common group labol io assigned to nodoo being a m e mber 
of a group of nodes, and whorein thenodoa of said group can oooperato with all other 
members of the aame group of nodes, th e apparatuo using tho method for communication 
according to claim 1 Method according to claim 1. wherei n the relation between groups of 
nodes is farther specified bv permitting, if a first group of nodes is allowed to access a second 
group of nodes, and the second group of nodes is al lowed to access a third group of nodes, 
then this constellation leads to that said fi rst group of nodes is allowed to access $ajd third 
group of nodes, either with or without interaction of said second group Qf flofles. 

1 1 . (new) Apparatus for performing communication between technical devices being 
nodes in networks, wherein a common group label is assigned to nodes being a member of a 
group of nodes, and wherein the nodes of said group can cooperate with all other members of 
the same group of nodes, the apparatus including 

means for defining for the group of nodes one or more classes of group labels; 
means for classifying one or more group labels into a first class; 
means for detecting in a first node belonging to said group of nodes access from a 
second node; 

means for detecting the group label of the second node; 

means for permitting said access if the group label of the second node is equal to the 
group label of the first node; 

means for otherwise detennining if the group label of the second node is classified 
into the first class; and 

means for permitting said access if the group label of the second node is classified 
into the first class, and for otherwise rejecting said access. 
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